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Ponderings from The P

Well, 2009 is closed and in the process of being archived.

As | reflect back on the year | wonder - Where to begin? We had so
many successes this year.

We presented yet another well attended Back Country Skills clinic in the
spring and hosted another fabulous Fun Day in October. We could not
have provided either event if not for the dedicated work of the
committees and excellent support by the volunteers.

While June was essentially rained out, we had a very busy July and
August. We had excellent turnout
due to the commitment to the BCH mission, but | know it was, in fact,
due to the fabulous FOOD i the potlucks and breakfasts, some with
fresh huckleberries. As Rob says,
happens to ride. o

Once again the 2010 BCHI calendar sale had great participation from
SBBCH. SBBCH committed to 300 of the 2000 total calendars printed.
SBBCH was one of the few chapters committing to such a high number.
And very few, if any, of those 300 remain unsold. Most were sold by the
November BCHI meeting. Great job everyone!

Our second year of the Memorial Weekend Saturday yard sale simply continued the success of its first year. We had
many more items since we were more prepared. We plan to continue this sale in 2010. So as you put away the
decorations and winter articles and bring out the summer wear, make sure to put the donations aside for thisye ar 6 s
sale.

SBBCH would not be so very successful and energetic if
the membership. It is you, the members, that make SBBCH a great chapter. You bring the energy, the ideas, the humor,
the experience, and the commitment to the chapter. | heartily Thank You for all that you bring to and do for SBBCH.

I thank the 2009 Leadership Team for their work in maki
the fantastic leadership team, our chapter would not function in the superior manner in which it does. The President does
not make the chapter work; it is the leadership team and the membership that makes the chapter the premier chapter that
it is.

Thank you Vice President Tami Buthman. | greatly appreciate all your work organizing the outreach events and graciously
handling everything else | delegated to you. You were my rock and right hand gal.
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Thank you Treasurer Kay Ryan. You enabled me to focus on other things knowing our SBBCH bills and monies were in
your very capable hands with your easy to read Treasure
fabulous attention to detail.

Thank you Secretary Team Linda Hays and Linda Phillips. Without you, SBBCH could not function. | relied greatly upon
both of you for the innumerable aspects of the running of the Chapter. You both proved that a team can not only share the
vast Secretarial duties but that a team can enhance the capability and efficiency of the Secretary Position responsibilities.
The Secretary position is a wide ranging position involving many diverse aspects. In many cases, things fall to the
iSecretarydéd by default. You gave SBBCH the 6égoing forwalil

Thank you to Project Coordinators Rob Adams and Tony Buthman. You have established critical relationships with the
USFS f ol ks. Your knowl edge of our capabilities as we |
unprecedented tactical plan for the year. Our SBBCH volunteer hours in equivalent monies success is due, in big part, to
the wonderful, long term relationships that you have built with the managing agencies.

Thank you to the chapterds various commi t tresenttives Bilh @ngeErcandc
Bill Holt; the Public Liaison committee members Tony Buthman, Bill Holt, Chris Holt, and Robbin Schindele; our State
Directors Rob Adams, Mary Beth Conger, and Phil Ryan; the Calling Committee; the 2009 audit committee; the Chapter
Display committee who created the winning display; the 2009 nominating committee; and last, but certainly not least, our
Christmas Party Committee co-chairs Nancy Harper and Chris Holt. Our annual party, once again, was a wonderful feast
full of great fun. We would not have had such a party without your dedicated effort.

The end of 2009 also brings the end of my term as President. | have been President for the last three years i the
maximum term per our Constitution. Term limits are great because they force a change in leadership. This enables fresh
vision and new ideas to be infused within the chapter.

Welcome to the 2010 SBBCH Leadership Team. Thank to those folks that ran for the positions. All were unopposed and
all were unanimously elected. Welcome to our new President Mary Beth Conger. She brings years of BCH knowledge and
BCHI leadership experience to the office. Welcome to our new VP Shannon Schantz.

Shannon has been a member of SBBCH since nearly its inception. Welcome to our returning Treasurer Kay Ryan.
Welcome to our Secretary team: returning member Linda Hays and new member Chris Holt. Welcome to our new State
Director Robbin Schindele. Thank you all for joining the 2010 SBBCH Leadership Team. | will continue to serve this year
as the Past President.

2009 was yet another fabulous year in the SBBCH history. 2010 will only be better!

See ya in the saddle in 20107 Ellen

Squaw Butte Chapter of Backcountry Horsemen of Id aho
Summary of Activities for 2009
Rob Adams

The chapter had a number of goals that were started in 2008 that we
continued to pursue in 2009. A major emphasis was placed on continued
and expanded outreach to the federal agencies, other outdoor groups, and
the public. We accomplished this goal in a number of ways. We
developed working relationships with the Payette and Cascade Ranger
District as well as continued our long term relationship with the Emmett

rangers. These relationships provided Squaw Butte with some very
interesting projects to work on as well as gave us a voice on trail
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management issue these districts administer. We also manned informational booths at horse events, hosted events for the
public, and partnered with another trail user group for National Trails Day.

January: January was our planning month. The 2009 chapter leadership team met to wrap up the previous year, audit the
books, and plan the upcoming season. Contact was made with all the local ranger districts to see for what projects they
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February: February was our warm-up month. The chapter along with the
other two chapters in southwestern Idaho took turns manning a BCH |
DOi OUOEUPOOWEOOUT wEOWUT T w?' OUUIT w 11
was an opportunity to visit with the public about the organization and to
EEYI UUPUI wOT 1T wUxEOODPOT w?! EEOw" OUOUOU
ride of the season at Cekbration Park along the Snake River. This area is
likely to be snow free and it is a fun place to ride horses, which are often full
of vim and vigor after a couple of months off.
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which was free to BCHI members. A first aid card is required before taking the Forest
Service sawyer classes and having trained members make us all safer in the bac
EOUOUUVUaAbww3T 1 w?2+DP0UOT w! U0UT wibPEIl webEwW#U
annual tradition with the Squaw Butte Chapter. Combining riding and food it provides a
social setting for riders and non-riding family members.

The last weekend of the month was our 68 OOUEOQw?! EEQw" OUOUUa |
: year members and guest participated in a full day of lecture and hand -on presentations.
Each year the number of attendees grows and the presentations become more varied. Highlights this year included
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Larry Hayhurst, the state brand inspector, talked about buying, selling
and transporting stock in Idaho. Larry answered a lot of questions and
sparked a lively discussion.

Dr. David Hayes, Idaho state veterinarian and a very popular speaker at
past clinics, kept his audience riveted to their rather cold wooden seats =
PPUT wi PUw?. Ol w201l xw' OUUI OEOQUT Bx~2 OwDH '
how to safely work around them. Shannon Allison did a trail horse demonstration that was very well recelved Always
popular and very well a ttended was the hands-on Packing classes. Both beginner and more advanced packing techniques
were demonstrated and attempted by all who were interested or just wanted to give it a try.

April: Squaw Butte sent a delegation to Lewiston to the spring Backcountry Outdoor
Show & BCHI Convention. This event was a great time. The Idaho Horse Expo was
held in April at the Nampa Horse Center. It is sponsored by the Idaho Horse Council
and was another great opportunity to let the public know about BCHI and how to
become involved. We also held our third ride of the year in the Hard Trigger area of
the Owyhee Mountains.

May: We gathered for our annual clean up and pick up of our adopted 2 mile stretch of
Highway 52 along the Black Canyon Reservoir. The Emmett Ranger District hosted a
Sawyer A/B training class. The classroom portion of this training was held at the
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ranger district office. The hands-on portion was held along Third Fork road,
west of Sage Hen. The chapter ended the month with a yard sale. Thissale
turned out to be a very successful fund raiser and help members get rid of a
lot of stuff taking up space in their barns and tack rooms.

June: Once June arrived we were ready to take on the weekend work projects
that we had scheduled and planned back in January. Mother Nature was not
on our side this year and all project planned for the month were weathered
out and had to be rescheduled.

July:  The highlight of July was a multi -day trip to the Bull Trout Lake.
Members of the Squaw Butte and High Desert chapters spent a long weekend
riding, clearing trail, eating and relaxing around the camp fire. The weather
PEUOZ OWEOOT whpPUT wlOUwal UOWEUwWDPUWUEDOI H
the National trails day project with the Cascade ranger EDPUUUDPE UGS wuw
the group, built a replacement bridge to one of the hot springs, while the
26 00EO0? wUx1 O0wUT T wEEAWUDPEDOT wilOT 1 w8l (
Lake. Both teams were dead
tired when they finished.

After dinner a spectacular li ghting storm provided entertainment until

a heavy rain forced us into shelter.

August; Projects in August were in areas that still had snow in July.
The chapter worked a number of trails on West Mountain, north of Ola.
Trail projects for 2009 had excelent member turnout. This made the
work go faster, allowed us to complete a lot more miles of trail and
made for some really great potluck dinners after the work was finished.

September: We finished up the last of the work projects with a return to

Wil son Corral on West Mountain to complete work on two trails. Again
member turn out was excellent, the weather perfect and the riding scenic.
The chapter also spent a great weekend on the western edge of the Sawtooth
wilderness camping at Grandjean. What a perfect way to end the project
season.

October: With the coming of October our work season ended. As the
hunters entered the high country, we moved our actives to Circle G River
1EQET wi OUwWUT T wKUT wEOOUE O w Ad-tkefpabliclévdni /

\ . is a great way to improve your horsemanship while having a great time
playing on your horse. The Gem-Boise County 4-H Horse Program members catered the lunch as a fund raiser. Kids
and adults who have attended the event in the past say that they really look forward to our play day because it is so much
fun.

November: November brought a winding down of our activities. We gathered for the annual fall clean up and pick up of
our adopted 2 mile stretch of Highway 52 along the Black Canyon Reservoir. As snow comes to the high country our
UPET UwOOY!I wOOwWUT T wET Ul UOWEOEWEWUPET whEUwWIT I OEwPOwWUT T w. b
encouraged to sell them to friends, family and to consider giving them as Christmas gifts.

December: We finished off the year with the elections of the 2010 leadership team and the annual Christmas party.
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